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NEW GOVERNMENT AND NEW SOCIETY 
PREDICTED BY THE FROPHETS.—Ni . 2. 


Behold I create New Heavens and a New Earth. | 
| ISAIAH 65¢c. 


stone that smote the image became a great mountain and filled 
the whole earth. Daniel 2c. Such is the utter destruction to 
which ancient society is appointed. Now itis a peep beyond 
this vast image that mortals are ambitious to obtain. We all wish 
to penetrate beyond the present defiled and antiquated order of 
things, intothe fairy region, the terra incognita which is believ- 
ed to lie beyond it, and to discover if possible what that great 
good is, which is to distinguish the happy world lying between 
this and the coming of our Lord to judgment, which coming, 
by the way, it will not be at all necessary for us to touch, or di- 
late on in the least; for our subject lies quite on this side of that 
great evént; it lies at our own door; it is for present duty, the 
obligations which rest on men now that we write, imposed on 


3 


3 
‘ ! {n the visions of Daniel we have the history of the world up 
< to the new order of things anticipated and contracted in the 
: form of asplendid metallic image, his head being of fine gold, 
4 his breast and arms of silver, his body and thighs of brass, his 
t legs of iron, and his feet part of iron and part of clay. Is it ask- 
| ed, What is the destination of the sublime image of the prophet 
7 which we say symbolizes ancient imperial society up to the in- 
._ . troduction of the new order of thingst Utter destruction is its 
% destiny, itis doomed to entire annihilation: it is fated toa cuin 
4 of so sweeping a nature as to be compared in its end tothe scat- 
4 tering of the chaff of the summer threshing floor. Thou sawest, | 
4 says the prophet, till that a stone was cut out without hands, 
&§ which smote the image upon his feet, that were of iron and 
5 clay, and brake them in pieces. Then was the iron, the clay, 
, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken in pieces together 
2 and became like the chaff of the summer threshing floor; and the 
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us by the necessities of the case and the predictions of the proph- 
ets of the Jews and Christians, | 

The Jupiter of Elis by Phidias,. was sixty cubits in height, 
and formed one of the most magnificent pieces of art ever pro- 
duced by the hand of man. he image of the prophet how- 
ever, must have far out-shone that. Daniel says, ‘its brightness 
was excellent”’ or effulgent, for its head was of fine gold, and 
“‘the form thereof was terrible.”? It is not improbable that it 
was some hundreds of feet in height, and of a proportionate 
breadth. Nebuchadnezzar himself erected in the plain of 
Dura in the province of Babylon, a mighty idol, equal in height 
to the Elian statue, and six cubits in breadth: but had the 
image of the prophet been no more than equal to this, itis not — 
probable that the sight ef it would have produced such con- 
sternation in the mind of the Assyrian monarch. At the bare 
recollection of it his spirit was troubled, and the very idea, 
though gone from him, deprived him of his rest. a 
. This. grand. image may not improperly be styled the dial or 


. timé-piece of the prophets ; foras the government which in the 


' days of Daniel shone in the head, descends to the breast and 


arms, the belly, the thighs, the legs, the feet and the toes, we 


learn the history of the world, we learn how much of the dark — 


_ Eight. of monarchical oppression has past, and how near we 


_ approach to the dawn of abetter order of things. In the days 


. of Nebuchadnezzar the scorching star of imperial t}ranny shone — 


with unrivalled lustre in the head of gold. In the days of 
_ Cyrus it was in the breast and arms. In Alexander’s time it 
_ shone in the belly and thighs, and in the days of the Cesars in 


the legs of iron.. In our own days it sparkles in the feet and 


toes, and consequently fast hastening to that point where it will 
_set to arise again never, to afflict mankind no more at all. 
Heaven hasten the happy eraso long looked for by the lovers of 


freedom. On this view of the matter then, we see the sign, 


the infallible sign of a better order of things is in the feet, the 


feet of the great secular image; and if we cannot accurately 


discern the things which lie ensconsed behind the idol of royalty 


(we at least see the destruction of royalty itself. We sce thatit 
fated to be eclipsed forever. . 
__. But more interpreters than one have turned their eyes to the 


_ American Confederacy, in the fond hope that it would present 


mankind with a illustration in government and society of that. 


happy order of things which is to succeed the demolition of the 


_tyrannies of the old world. One of these writes as follows on 
this point: 


‘‘The political principles which were finally productive of the 


American revolution, were originally transplanted to the new 


world from the British soil. Now the mighty benefits in favor 


ef freedom originating in the establishment of liberty on the 
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North American continent, it is impossible to calculate. To the 
French revolution in particular, it was eminently conducive; 
and it was so in twoimportant respects. When the officers | 
and the soldiers on the other side of thh Atlantic, had fought . 
successfully. in the land of insurrection and under the banners 
of freedom, returned to their own country and to the bosom of 
their families, they failed not tokindlesome of that political zeal, 
and to circulate some of the important truths, which they had 
imbibed during their abodein the other hemisphere. When from 
the expences of the war entered into by the French government, 
insupportof American independence, the national debtof France 
was swelled to an exorbitant height; when, in consequence 
of this ill-judged interference, the provision for its payment 
baffled the efforts of ministerial ingenuity, and transcended the 
limits of ordinary rapacity ; the monarch and his ministers were 
under the mortifying necessity of successively summoning the 
assembly of the Notables and the States-General of the kingdom; 
and thus a flame was involuntarily lighted up by them in 
France, which all their subsequent exertions were unable to 
smother and suppress, and which has remained unextinguished 
noiwithstanding -the persevering hostilities of so large a pro- 
portion of the priests, the princes, the placemen, and the 
soldiers of Kurope: 
Though North America stands at such a distance from the 
European continent, and consequently the changes which 
happen there must have a very diminished influence on this 
- quarter. of the globe; though it has gained far less by its.revo- 
lation than almost any.mation on that continent would have 
done, because it never bowed its neck under the yoke of des-. 
potism, oran accumulation of taxes, and never did an expensive 
court annoy its provinces, to serve asa rallying point to vice 
and corruption, and a centre from which they might copiously 
flow ; it nevertheless powerfully encouraged the authors of the | 
French Revolution during its commencement and prosecution, 
and threw a strong ray of light on the measures they were to. 
adopt, and the principles they were to consecrate. As-soon as 
rance, then, a nation of such populousness, ingenuity and 
distinguished attainments, seated as it is in the very centre of 
Europe, and. possessing a language so generally studied, sha'l 
completely have baffled the efforts of the confederated princes ; 
and restored to internal order, shall begin to reap, in a season of 
tranquility, those golden fruits which are the natural growth of 
an equal government, representative in in its construction, and 
founded on the rights of man; is it not to be expected, that its 
example will-prove irresistable, and that in no long time it will 
be followed by the more enlightened of the European nations? 
The probability of events following each other in this train, 
‘statesmen and princes have not failed to discern and to dread ; 
and they act accordingly. | a 
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That the antichristian monarchies and aristocracies of the 
world may be demolished, reason instructs us to hope, as well 


on account of the oppressor as the oppressed. Toraise men to’ 


a giddy height of unjust power and unmerited titular distinc- 
tion, is to expose them to a series of moral dangers, of the most 
serious kind, and which :hey cannot reasonably be expected to 
surmount. Perceiving that their vanity will be indulged, their 


wants supplied, their desires anticipated, without exertion, - 


without knowledge, without virtue; they commonly slide in- 
sensibly into the ignominious lap of indolence; and dissipating 
their time in the company of th 

routine of amusements, yield themselves up to the tyranny of 
passions, alike injurious to society and to the individual. This 
subject has almost always been considered in much too:narrow 
apointofview. That this is only the commencing stage of our 
existence isa truth which ought permanently to impress our 
minds, Itought therefore to be an anxious subject of our en- 
quiry, what is the state of society, and what is the species of 
government, which is best adapted, by its influence on morals, 
to fit and prepare men for a future world. Now, those existing 
governments, which are founded on oppression, and trample 
on the rights of man, are so fatally operative in the extinction of 
light and virtue, that they are decidedly calculated to disqualify 


men for a state of future existence. Indeed when we advert | 


to the general condition of mankind, distributed as they are, 
into those who tyrannise, and those who are the objects of 
tyranny ; when we reflect, that a numerous and distinct class 
of vices are the natural growth of eachof these situations; when 
we thence recollect, that the great mass of human kind appear, 
in consequence of this, in a great degree to be incapacitated for 
_ the elevated employments of heaven, and the purity of its 
pleasures, the overthrow of all such governments cannot but 
strike the mind as having a degree of importance, which 1s not 
in the power of language to express, or of the human under- 
standing to calculate. Hence also it appears, (and it is an 
awful cansideration) thathe who isinstrumental in perpetuating 
a corrupt and wicked government, is also instrumental in un- 
fitting his fellow men for the felicity of the celestial mansions, 
‘and in perhaps occasioning them to occupy, through all the 
successive stages of their future existence, a lower rank than 
- that to which they would otherwise have attained.” 

These remarks are strong and decisive ;: but it must be ob- 
served that they relate chiefly to government. The truth is, 


that interpreters have been so dazzied with the magnificent 


ruins developed in the overthrow of thrones, governments and 
hierarchies, that they have scarcely presumed to expect more 


than the destruction of such things. Some of them, indeed, © 


have betrayed such amazement at the sublime spectacle of 


e profligate, and in an insipid — 
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prostrated majesty in the fall of the ancient dynasties, that 
they have even concluded, when this takes place the world 
is to come to an end. Yes, some of the most illustrious 
interpreters haye imagined that after the time allotted for the 
prevalence of the ancient monarchies, all human government 
is to come to an end; and that Jesus our Lord, in person, is to 
take a visible sceptre, and reign over a conquered world. We 
will examine into the truth of this by and by. | ay Wack 


SACRED 
Promise, Prophecy, Precept. re 


Mr. Stansbury was one of those Christians who delighted in 
the Lord. He deemed it worthy of all acceptation that the 
Lord God and the Lamb came into a man, and made their abode 
with him, and did sup with him. It wasa matter of highest 
-exultation with him occasionally, as prudence dictated, to say 
with the psalmist of Israel, ‘‘Come all ye, and I willshow you | 
what the Lerd has done unto my soul;” and with the prince | 
Jacob, ‘*There the Lord met me.”’ He was wont, therefore, to 
introduce the evening’s conversation with striking, and some- 
times rapturous thoughts on personal experience, and to give 
glory to God and: the Lamb, for the honors and blessings and 
mercies, and hopes of the Christian religion. 

““Cirist,”? said he this evening, **Christ, my brethren, dwel- 
ling in a pe heart, is like the golden star in a morning sky, 
lovely and glorious; there are moments, my brethren, when the 
soul becomes not unfitly the residence of divinity, and the king 
immortal and invisible; whom no man hath seen, neither can 
see, descends into it with his garments smelling of myrrh and 
aloes and cassia; and the ravished soul, trembling with joy at 
his presence, exclaims, My Lord and my God! thou art alto- 

gether lovely. Here would 1 dwell forever, for I have desired 
— it, O Lamb that wast slain. Thine, O Lord are the power and 
the glory and the victory and the majesty, for all things that 
are in heaven and in earth are thine, thine they are, and thou 
art exalted head over all. Who shall not fear and glorify thy 
name, O King of Saints! Thou art the root and offspring of 
David, the bright» and Morning Star. Lord Jesus, thou art 
most blessed for ever. Hallelujah to our God and to the Lamb! 
Mr. Stansbury: Having I trust, satisfied Mr. Williams in regard 
to his question, by showing that the promises of a Messiah 
were made especially to Adam, Abraham, Judah and .Mary,: [ 
will return to Promise and Prophecy. I have already said that 
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promise and prophecy differ thus, viz: that although the promi- 
ise3 of God are always prophecy, yet all his prophecies are not 
hae rege but sometimes threatenings, &c. There is this dif- 
erence also, between the two tlrings: promise is generally 
more clear and hiteral, or expressed in language necessary to 
be understood. Macl: rophiery is delivered in a style highly 
figurative, and éven in symbols, such as metalic images, 
dragons, wild beasts, mountains, rivers, seas, winds, the 


heavens, the earth, &c., all which, to be rightly understood, 


calls for much and accurate tearning, both profane and sacred. 

Josephine Locke: Please, Mr. Stansbury, why was it that 
the promises concerning the advent of the Messiah were so 
plain, that the Jews understood and admired them, while the 
prophesies that relate to his history and destiny, are more 
obscure, and either escaped their observation altogether, or 
transcended their apprehension, so that when he came, they 
slew him * | | 


' Charlotte: That lras often puzzied me also, I should be very 


much pleased to hear the poinf cleared up. 
Mr. Stansbury: May not your questions, my dear ladies, 


eonduct us'te another point of difference between promise and 
prophecy? I think it does: the promises were delivered chiefly 


with an immediate regard to those ancients to whom they were 
_ made, and in order to aniniate their faith, to exalt: their hopes, 
and toreward them for their faithful attachment to the true 
religion. On these accounts they required to be expressed in 
an obvious and literal style. But the prophecies being intended 
chiefly for us upon whom the ends of the world are come, to 
_be in their fulfilment a proof of our religion, and a prop to our 
faith, did not require to be so clear and obvious till fulfilled: 
moreover, the matter of the prophecies involving the fate of 
individuals, families, nations and the world, might have given 
occasion to wrong-headed or enthusiastic men to have embrotled 
society and endangered the reputation of the true religion, had 
they been spoken and written in a less obscure style than they 
are. The great apostle says, that had the Jewish rulers pene- 
trated to the import of the promises, ‘‘they would not have 
crucified the Lord of Glory.’’ It wasthe design of the Holy 
Spirit therefore that prophecies should be delivered in astyle suf- 
ficiently plain to make them understood by such as delight in 
them, after the events to which they relate, had occurred, but 
at the same time obscure enough to prevent their abuse by 
ignorant or unreasonable men. We see therefore, that whether 
dey relate tothe Messiah, the Jewish nation, orany other person 
or nation, they in general interfere, not with the freedom of the 
human will, or the natural current of human history. It was 
- predicted that a certain individual ‘‘should be numbered with 
the transgressors” and made ‘‘an offering forsin.” The Jews 
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understood not this oracle, but the event has proved that 
Messiah was the person meant; and the Jews not understanding 
the prophecy, could not of course profer it as an apology for 
their unrighteousness. The freedom of their action was 
broken upon by the prediction. — | 
This is an interesting and instructive point to which the 
question of our sisters has led us; and it were delightful to 
rsue it; but we must keep in view all the stakes which we 
ave set up to guide us in our discourse. I[ promised my 
brethren present, something on precept, as well as on promise 
and prophecy, did I not? 

- Josephine: You did sir, and it will, I am sure, afford the 
whole company inexpressible satisfaction to be your auditors, 
while you dwell upon a point so immediately rélated to personal 
improvement. 

Mr. Locke: Mr. Stansbury, I have, since you meted out your — 
course, reflected somewhat upon the three words, promise, 
rophecy and precept, and although I was not led fully to the 
evelopment to which the questions of our ladies have led us, 
I have been enabled, nevertheless, to perceive, I think, in 
some degree, the difference between promise and precept : 
precept prescribes our duty; while promise seems to be intended | 
as a motive forthe performance of our duty; Is it not so, sir? 
Mr. Stansbury: ¥es, sir; orit may be a reward for the faith- 

5 ful performance of our duty. The promise that God would 
bless the world through his seed, ‘‘who is Christ,”? was made 
to Abrahani, not as an incentive to duty, but because in offer- 
ing up Isaac he had faithfully and greatly discharged his duty. 
**By myself tiave I sworn,”’ saith the Lord, ‘‘because thou hast 
done thisthing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine onty | 
son, in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will mul- 
tiply thy seed as the stars of heaven, and in thee and in thy seed 
shall all the families of the earth be blessed. But although the 
promises were in some instances, intended to reward the well- 

- tried faith of those to whom they were made, yet their general 
intention seems to be that of motives and incentives to persevere 
in a holy life; so that promise and precept respeet each other 
as do motive and obedience. All Christian hope rests upon 
these two matters. He that obeys may claim the promises; and 
he that would obey would do well toread and reflect constantly 
upon them. Inthe promises God commits himself to man. 

In obedience, man commits himself to God. 

Charlotte : Have the promises always respect to the precepts 
of God, sir, either as incentives to obedience or as rewards 
Mr. Stansbury: Obedience, my dear Charlotte, is the grand 
indispensable in religion. Hence Christ is said to have become 
‘the author of eternal life to all those who obey him,” Any 
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reliance upon the promises, therefore, without regard to the | 


obedience which they were intended to secure, is fallacious ; 
and in answer to your question, I would say, I do not under- 


stand the promises of God ever to have been given but with — 


reference to obedience, either past or in prospect. Upon the 
whole, the promises and prophecies which respect our salva- 
tion, were intended to secure our faith and obedience in him 
and to him: and hence he is proposed to usin the gospel, as 
the great personage on whom our faith is intended to terminate, 
and to whom we are to render an unreserved obedience: so 
that promise, prophecy and precept combine with each other in 
the gospel of Christ to establish us in the faith, and to secure 
ourobedience. | 
But, beloved of God, whether it be faith or obedienée, promise 
or prophecy, Christ is allin all. To him gave all the prophets 
witness, and in him are all the promises yea and amen, to the 
glory. of God the Fathers He is the eye and soul of all; for by 
him were all things made that are in heaven, or that are in the 
_ earth, whether‘they be visible or invisible, thrones, principal- 
ities, dominations, powers, all things were made by him and 
_ for him; and he is before all things, the beginning, the first- 


born from the dead, that in all things he might have the pre-— 


eminence; for it pleased the Father that in him should all 
fulness dwell. And having made peace by the blood of his 
cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I 
say, whether they be things in earth or things in heaven. 

_ Mr. Williams: How greatly to be admired! how ever to be 
adored is God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, for the 
great love with which he has loved us, and saved us, and called 


us with a holy calling, to the gospel of his son! We could not | 


repay him for one of athousand of his favors. He isinudeed the 
God of Salvation: our God. the God of peace. Although I am, 
as we sometimes say, of a different persuasion from Mr. Stans- 
bury and almost all present, yet I feel that with our great 
apostle, | can joy and rejoice with you all. There will-be no 
Presbyterians, no Baptists in heaven; different appellations 
- and all the variety of sentiment which has unfortunately given 
hirth to them, will never enter there, but weshall all be known 


to each other even as we shall be known of each other as the. 


children of God and heirs of eternal life. My mind, neverthe- 
less, has undergone a very material. change touching you 
Baptists since I first had the happiness to hear my beloved 
brother opposite, in the days of the ever-to-be-remembered 
father of this family. My views of the spiritual nature of 


Christ’s Kingdom, the importance of faith, the indispensable 


nature of obedience, the exceeding excellence of the word of 


__God, and above all, the suitability of the gospel to the wants and 


capacity of mortals, have undergone, I confess, a very great 
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change. Let us continue to love each other as brethren. 
Behold,” says the sweet psalmist, ‘*how good and how profit- 
able a thing it is for brethren to dwell together in unity. It is 
like precious ointment on the head, that ran down upon the 
beard, even Aaron’s beard, that went down to the skirt of his 
garments; itis as the dew of Hermon, as the dew that descended 
upon the mountains of Zion; for there God commandeth the 
blessing, even life that shall neverend. Amen.” -W.S. 


SPIRITUAL INFLUENCE. 


The following is the remainder of brother Hall’s discourse on 
Spiritual Influence. Liberty of thought is our birth-right, both 
as Chistians and as men; and to these rights brother Hall adds 


the distinctions of sincere piety, and extensive reading. 

‘$4. What is necessary to spiritual divine influence? _ 

We have seen already that the Scriptures tell us nothing of 
an influence of the Spirit upon the minds and hearts of men for | 
their conversion and sanctification, except through the medium 
of the word. But the presence of the word is not all that is 
necessary. [t must come intocontact withthe mind. Hence 
it must either be read or heard. It must be presented to man 
ina language with which he is acquainted; and exhibited in 
such a way that he can understand its facts, weigh its evi- 
dences, and feel the influence of the motives with which it is 
accompanied. Otherwise there is no spiritual influence felt by 
the hearers. The influence is in the idea. The word is but the 

clothing of the idea. It is the meaning of the word—its import, 
that contains the power, the influence. It is not to be supposed 
that the spirit uses the word like Hercules is fabled to have em- 
ployed his club in destroying the Lernean hydra. The oppo- 
sition to overcome is not physical; hence a physical operation 
is not the kind required. The opposition is moral—it is enmity 
against God—aversion to holiness, and can be conquered only 
by motives paramount to those which attach him to sin, pre- 
sented in an attractive manner under favorable circumstances. 
The influence required is not an influence extraneous trom the 
word, and that occasionally accompanies its exhibition; it is 
an invariably attending influence. Itisthe spirit’s truth itself 
clothed in human language addressed to the understanding 
and heart, thundered in the ear, and breaking the slumbers 
of conscience. -.This influence is instantaneously exerted, 
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whenever the truth is presented to the mind of asinner. It is 
this that drives the word home to his mind and rivets conviction. 
in his heart,and produces remorse of conscience. _ 

Here I am met with an objection. [tis this: Speaking of 
the spirit, the Saviqur says, ‘Whom the world cannot receive.’ 
The Spirit relations to mankind. He acis in 
one Class of offices to the world, and in another to the church. 
He is Christ’s advocate on earth. As such he convinces the - 
world of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment. This he does 
by words, as already explained. He stands related to the church 
asa comforter. In this capacity the world cannot receive him. 
While the Saviour. was with his disciples, he was their com- 
torter; but when about to leave, he promised them another 
comforter, whom the world could not receive, more than they 
could receive Christ as a comforter until they first received him 
as the Messiah. So there are offices in which the spirit must be 
received before that of a comforter; and until sinners or the 
world receive him as the advocate of Christ, and a Teacher in 
the writings of the evangelists and apostles, they cannot receive 
him as their comforter, or as the indwelling spirit of love, joy 
and peace. | : | 

Here I am met with an objection from another quarter. ‘If 
the Spirit always accompanies the word, why is his influence 
not uniformly produced ? “Why is it that all persons who hear 
the word are not influenced to obey the Lord?’ This can be 
accounted for, I think, both sceripturally and philosophically, | 
Without the idea of special accompanying influence. __ 

It is not always that the truth is preached, the people are not 
always ina proper frame of mindtohearit. Again: Some men 
present it in a more impressive manner than others. These, 
and many other facts sufficiently explain the reason why persons — 
are more disposed to attend to the truth at one time than at 
another. God’s special providences call the attention of persons 
to the consideration of the subject of religion and prepare their 
hearts favorably to receive the truth—which, under other cir- 
cumstanees, they would notdo. A parent may be indifferent 
to the subject of his soul’s salvation, and thoughtlessly pursuing 
his course toruin. God sees that he is asleep almost on the 
brink of hell, and knows that nothing will arouse him to reflec- 
tion but the loss of a favorite child. He takes that child home 
tohimself. He hasemployment for it in another sphere. The | 
afflictive providence wakes up reflection in the mind of the 
hitherto thoughtless father.—He pondersthe event. He calls 
to mind many little incidents in the short history of his inter- 

esting child. His amiable disposition is indelibly impressed upon 

his mind. And he asks himself why so promising a child was 
allowed so short astay on earth, and the question arises in 
his mind, whether it can be that his boy has gone into a state of 


& 
| 
a 
a 


$5 OF THE TRUE GOSPEL. 


@ 


non-existence? If so, why is he so constituted as to remember 
and love what is not? Reflections like these lead to the con- 
clusion that this child— 


‘‘\ tender bud, so bright and fair, 
Called hence by early: doom, - 

Just came to show how bright a fower 
Jn Paradise would bloom.’’ | 


and perhaps that mement, for the first time, determines to 
change his course of life, and to seek an interest in the blood of 
Christ, that he too, when called hence, may be prepared for a 
mansion in that house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens. | 
A few years ago every thing seemed to be in a prosperous 
condition in ourcountry. Our harvests yielded a hundred-fold 
_increase. Our store-houses were filled with the rich products 
of our fertile soil. Every countenance beamed with joy, and 
illusive hope pointed out the path to fortune, and the enchant- 
ing goddess. smiled, and beckoned us-to her embrace. The 
allurements of wealth were too powerful to be resisted, when 
the prospect of success was s0 certain. Many freighted their 
all—(and some did not even retain their honor and honesty— 
they were not worth much at home, perhaps they concluded 
they might get something for them ata distant port;) they 
freighted all aboard an adventurous vessel about to try the un- 
certain Sea; a storm arose ere the port was reached, and all was 
lost. To drop the figure; atthe moment when many were 
about to grasp the gilded bubble, itdisappeared. Inthe moment 
of fancied security, and without theslightest expectation of such 
an event, the wheels of commerce were suddenly stopped, and 
the shock, like an earthquake, was felt throughout the land, 
and hundreds were involved in inextricable difficulties. ‘This 
brought many to aconsideration of the instability, uncertainty, 
and unsatisfying nature of all terrestrial things, and they began 
to look out for a safer harbor in a more congenial clime. This 
accounts for the great revivals and unparralleled ingatherings 
during the two past years. But of the thousands who have 
given in their allegiance to Jesus Christ, | heard not of one who 
furrendered without first hearing the proclamation of the 
Gospel. | | 
The Scriptures corroborate the above suggestions. The para- 
ble of the sower is illustrative of the subject. Matt. 13. In this 
parabie the Saviour reduces the hearers of the word to four 
classes, viz: The inattentive—the enthusiastic—the worldly- 
minded—-and the sincere ; which are represented by the way- 
side—the ‘stony-ground—the thorny-ground—and the good 
eround. Of the four differeat conditions of the ground, only 
one brought its products to maturity. Only one of the four 
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classes of hearers was permanently benefitted by the truth 
heard. .Why wasthis? Where was the fault? It must have 
been somewhere, or there would have been some product. It 
was not in the sower—for he was ‘‘the Son of Man,”? who is 
both infinitely wise and benevolent. He knew how to speak 
so as to do the greatest good, and he was disposed todoit. Nor 
was the defectinthe seed sown. Theseed is the word of God, 
spoken of by Christ. All wil! allow that he spoke from the im- 
pulse of the Holy Spirit. It is represented as good seed. It 
possessed the germinative principle, and the devil knew it, and 
therefore, snatched away that which fell by the wayside} lest it 
might chance to grow on ground trodden and hard. By the 
germinative principle we are tounderstand the idea, or meaning 
of the word, which contains the spiritual influence, and the — 
seed is the word which containsthe germ. The vital principle 
is the seed sown—the word of God—was unimpaired—unin- 
jured. There was no lack of power--no destitution of vitality 
occasioned by the absence of the Holy Spirit. 
Some of the seed did not germinate—not because it was de- 
fective—nor because the ground was not arable, for it was 
capable of producing. The reason the greater part brought 
nothing to maturity was owing toits condition. The Saviour’s 
ex planation of it is, that the soil is the human heart. In agreat 
many instances the word of God does not take effect, not be- 
cause it had nothing to act upon; but because the soil is not in 
a right condition. A part ofit is so hard that the seed is not 
immediately recieved into it, and before it has time to germinate 
on the hard surface, the fowls of heaven gather itup. The 
way-side hearer is too careless and indifferent to the subject to- 
give it serious attentiqn at the time. Like Felix, he says, ‘Go 
thy way for this time: at a more convenient season I will call 
for thee.’ But ere that time arrives, he has relapsed into a 
state of apathy. The voice of conscience, weary with vain 
expostulation, has grown feeble; he has stopped his ears to the 
thunders of truth, and closed his eyes to the lurid fires of hell, 
which at the time flashed in his face, and has turned away his 
thoughts from the deep caverns of the ruinous pit, and no lon- 
ger contemplates the guawings of the undying worm. The 
evil has interposed nearer objects to turn away his thoughts 
. from the judgment day, and heaven, andhell. These inter- — 
vening objects occupy his whole attention, perhaps until death 
summon him toeternity. He has mind, but it isoccupied with 
other things—he has a heart, but it is wedded to the things of 
time and sense. 
The stony-ground hearer recieved the word with joy. He 
_ understood it, and felt its influenee upon his heart. He started 
for heaven, and ran well for a season; but when he saw the 
black storm of persecution arise, he was alarmed, and neglec:- 
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ting to cast himself on the mercy and faithfulness of his Redee- 
mer, became discouraged, and relapsed intosin. The rome 
ground hearer,.also, for a while felt the power and force of truth, 
and under its. holy influences began to cultivate the christian 
virtues; but his inordinate love of the world—the fascinations 
of wealth—allured him from the path of virtue and holiness, 
and he perished, | 
~The only remaining class had henest and understanding 
hearts. Alas! how many persons are not honest with them- 
selves. They would not for the world defraud their fellow crea- 
tures, but are, at the same time, defrauding their own souls, 
But those who are permamently benefitted by the gospel, are 
honest-hearled. They do not wish to be self-deceived. They 
exercise their understanding on the subject of God’s truth. 
They are not like seme others, whe are honest with every body 
but themselves, and can understand any thing but that which 
is the plainest of all things, and which concerns them most. 
No one can understand any subject unless he will give his at- 
tention. These honest-hearted, well-disposed persons hear the 
word, and by giving it their attention, understand it, and, re- 
ceiving. the truth in the love of it, bear fruit, some thirty, som 
sixty, and some an hundred fold! | 
The same differences are seen to exist in the annual products 
ofour country—differences too, which cannot be attributed to — 
sun or shower, for they exist in adjoining spots of equal fertility. 
We have seen a field on one side of the highway yield a rich 
product, while that on the other side, equally capable of produc- 
tion, brought nothing. If it is asked, what caused the differ- 
ence? the answer is, culiure. One was well cultivated; the 
other was not. One was prepared fer the reception of the seed 
sown; the other was not. We have seen similar differences 
in the same field. The seed was scattered, and fell, some on 
ground trodden and hard, some among rocks, and some among 
_ thorns and briars, and, perhaps, some on ground well prepared 
for it. The product was in exact accordance with the condi-: 
tion of the ground. The soil was equally good over the whole 
field: the condition of it is the reason, the only reason of the 
difference in its products. The sun shone as brightly on one 
spot as on another. The rain fell equally on’ all parts of it. 
But the subordinate means occasioned the whole difference. 
They were not uniform, hence the result was different. The 
same is true of the world of mankind. Their being permanent- | 
ly benefitted by the gospel depends on the attention they give 
it, and additional influences which surround them. | 
A few reflections will conclude our observations on this 
subject. | 
1. God, in sustaining and governing the universe of matter, 


violates no law of matter. He governs it by its own laws. 
4 
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Soin the government of mind. It were not more unreasonable 
to expect that God would control the human mind by~ physical 


power, than that he should govern the solar system by the ten — 


commandments. It is natural for the mind to admit the truth 
of well authenticated facts. Hence God has addressed facts to 
the mind, and, has confirmed them by incontestable evidence. 
It is also according tothe laws of mind for persons to be influ- 
enced by motives. Hence God has addressed motives to his 
creatures to influence them to obey his commandments—motives 
paramount to all others in the universe, and if duly weighed, 
cannot fail to influence the conduct of every honest-hearted 
person. The human voice has great influence on the minds of 
_men. This is one reason why God has sent out heralds to 


proclaim his truth to the ends of the inhabited earth. There is 
no property of mind upon which God does not operate by its” 


truth—-no part of our nature that is not appealed to. It adresses 
the whole man; and the whole person is required to yield obe- 
dience to the gospel of Jesus Christ. ae 

2. Whatever is effected by the instrumentality of the word, is 


| effected by the agency of the Holy Spirit; so that all the honor of © 


the sinner’s conversion and salvation, is to be ascribed to him; 
and it derogates nought from his dignity and glory, that he 


chooses to employ subordinate sgents and to use instrumental- 


ities for the accomplishment of his purposes. We illustrate the 
- nature of the Spirit’s agency and his method of using instru- 
mentalities in effecting the salvation of men, bya figure: 

A man travelling carelessly along, falls into a deep pit, whose 
sides are perpendicular. He soon perceives the utter impossi- 
bility of his getttng out without assistance. He sits down in 
hopeless despair, and waits for the approach of death in its most 
hideous form. While thus anticipating his dreadful fate, he 
hears the well-known voice of a benevolent neighbor at the top 
of the pit. This man sees the melancholy condition of his 
friend, and moved with compassion, goes immediately and 
brings a coil of rope and throws it down to the man in the pit, 
and tells him to extricate himself, now he basa rope. All must 
at once perceive the utter impossibility of his getting out by such 
means. ‘This appears to be the idea which some entertain of 


what God has done for the salvation of the world. On this 


principle no one could besaved. Suppose, however, that in- 
stead of throwing the whole rope to the man in the pit, he should 
throw him one end and tell him to seize and hold it fast, and 
putting the other end around a windlass, he should begin to 
wind up the rope, and thus draw his unfortunate neighbor out 
ofthe pit. Thisis the idea we have of the method of salvation. 
_ God has not given us the Bible and left us to save ourselves 
without any further assistance. He requires us to believe and 


obey the truth, and has promised us, on the condition we will 
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do so, that he will save us by means ofthe truth. But we could 
no more save ourselves by the word without God’s instantaneous 
assistance, than the man inthe pit could extricate himseif 
without the assistance of his neightor. ‘ 

3. Allwho have heard the word of God understandingly, are, 
more or less, subjects of divine influence. So that all persons in 
our country have, to some extent, felt the drawings of the Holy 
Spirit. All who have rejected the Gospel. have, in so doing, 
resisted the Spirit of God: and all who have obeyed the Gospel, 
have yielded to divine influence, instantaneously exercised. 
Behold then, the goodness of God in sendiug out a message of 
pardon and peace through the blood of Jesus Christ. Behold 
the deep culpability and base ingratitude of such as reject the 
glorious Gospel of the blessed God. Can it be expected that 
they shall be allowed thus to slight God’s mercy, to trample the 
blood of the covenant under their unhallowed feet, and to resist 
the Holy Spirit with impanity? Certainly God will not hold 
him guiltless who will thus disdain his message. Take warn- 
ing, then, sinner; and while heaven invites, and hell threatens, 
and death urges, and the Gospel holds to you the sceptre of 
mercy; come, touch it, and live forever. a 

May God’s blessing attend the exhibition of his truth, through 
Jesus Christ. Amen 


PERFECTION.—No. XXIII. 
To WIvEs. 


it Indefinile improvement is your prerogative. 


4 The power of indefiritely improving:—what a glorious 

. thought! The world has treated Christianity as if it were a 

mere hallucination. The view which they have formed of the 

_ divine institution has not turned their eyes upon themselves 

with a view to the perfection of their own character, and but 

- seldom even toimprovement. They have judged themselves 

by*false tests; they have, as Paul would say, measured them- 

selves by themselves; they have looked into the state of their 

mind indeed, but not with relation to conduetance perfection of 

behavior: they have done this with a view to their feelings—if 

they were low, to exalt them; ifhigh, to carry them to sublim- 

ity and enthusiasm ; for passion, like feeling, the morbidities of 

the mind like those of the body, cannot be satisfied, but by pos- 

session and enjoyment. The mind, therefore, may become 

the dupe of its own vain imaginings, and seek happiness 

where it ought never to be found, or if found, be suspected, 
dreaded as of spurious and illegitimate origin. 
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God’s love for us, and our own conscious rectitude, are the 
grand sources of legitimate joy. The consideration of his char- 
acter and of our own, is the infallible basis of permanent happi- 
ness. Whocan be happy that is not innocent? Or who be 

rmanently bicssed who isignorant of God? But you sisters, 

now God, or rather you are known of (tod, and have been ap- 
pointed co-heirs with your husbands of the grace of life. As 
true yoke-fellows, therefore, labor with them to enter into 


eternal life. Perhaps your own family requires to be revolu- 


tionized in regard to religion andthe fear of the Lord. Well, you 
ean revolutionize it. How? I answer by revolutionizing 
your owncharacter. You say this is too much; thisis throwing 
the entire burden upon women, and is insupportable. Admit 


‘it. But what is the nature of the burden? lt is the burden of 


improving yourselves merely ; beeause in your elevation the 
whole family will become exalted. In your improvement all 
will improve. Is not this saying every thing in your behalf. 
Suppose that your unworthy servant and brother should have 
faken a less elevated view of the influence of women in their 
own families, and treated them accordingly. Suppose he had 


regarded you as nothing, without all moral magic and religious © 


mflaence, incapable and incapacitated for any thing and every 
thing of a noble and more excellent nature. Whatthen? I 
must of course have spoken very differently, if 1 had spoken at 
all: but we have taken far other views of woman; and will 


therefore plead with her for improvement, indefinite improve- 
ment. 


But you answer, all this is well; now how shall we begin? 


Well, we will ingenuously, we will candidly inform you ; for 
we are at no loss to do so, at all: the holy apostles are at hand, 
and supply us with all necessary information on this point.— 
First, then, your Father in Heaven commands that you ‘love 
your husbands.” This is the first and great commandment to 
Wives; and it is as natural and becoming, as it is necessary and 

rofitable. We have observed that the relation which you have 
ormed with your husbands is the most essential in society : and 
it is the most honorable. Our exalted Redeemer attended a 
marriage; and God himself solemnized the nuptials of the first 
of men. ‘‘He brought her to Adam.’”’ Was not this to honor and 
sanctify the relation to all intents and purposes? Will you hon- 
or this relation then, mv sisters? Wil! you sanctify and sweeten 
it by all the ornaments of a meek and quiet spirit? Will you en- 
deavour to render the connection which subsists between you 
-and your husbands, the source of greater happiness and a purer 
‘and more elevated morality and goodness in your families? 
Still you are at a loss to make a commencement. You still say, 
Where shall we begin in the work of loving our husbands bet- 


ter, and insweetening their relation tous? I answer, begin by 
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thinking. Thinking what? Thinking how strange, yet how 
admirable, how truly admirable it is that you possess the power 
of self-improvement, the power of adorning yourselves with the — 
highest loveliness, meekness, quietude, gentleness, peaceful- 
ness, purity, resignation, cheerfulness, fidelity, love, goodness, 
every ornament, grace, virtue. 

The mind is an ocean of thought, and wicked persons are 
compared to the ‘‘troubled sea that casteth forth mire and dirt.”’ 
Turn your eyes inward upon this expanse of waters. Try to 
discover what those thitigs are that agitate you unduly, and 
fortify your souls against them. You will overcoine at last. 
Your improvement will introduce immediately also a!l neces- 
sary amelioration into the family, and the relation between you 
and your husband, which point is the first thing to be gained. 
Make this point, and you have got a place tostand upon in your 
future attempts at further and higher improvement. Never 
despair touching your perfection. Keep this word in your 


mind, and forget not that ‘‘this is the will of God, even your 


perfection.”? The daughters of God ought to excel the daugh- 
ters of men: they ought to be heavenly as their father is hea- 
venly, and they should make their husbands feel this too, that 


‘they are of divine origin, that they have been born again, born 


from above, and are not human merely, but divine and 
spiritual. | 

I might readily point out a thousand things to your own good 
sense in this matter of reformation, but verily I believe that the 


_. lever of your elevation is put into your own hand in the very 


fact that you are possessed of all the means necessary to the 
perfection of your own character. : | 
Remember that much of our fear is groundless, baseless anti- 
cipation, mere imagination, theughts of evil, that will never be » 
realized, and which ought neither to disturb us, nor be dreaded 
by us. Look at the bright side of the picture, for the true light 


now shineth. God lives; and blessed be our God. Whowill | 
harm us, if we be followers of the good one? Since God is for 


us, who is he that isagainstus? IfGod withheld not his own 
son, but freely gave him up to death for us all, how will he not 
with him freely give us all things? 
Remember, therefore, that there is subsisting an honorable, 
essential, and indissoluble relation between you and your hus- 
bands; and that as holy women you are beloved of God and 
man: beautify this relation; make it the source of undying and 
endless happiness to the partners of your bosoms. Hang upon 
it contentment, cheerfulness and smiles. Your love is more 
excellent than rubies; your purity, virtue and character are 
more precious than gold, yea, much fine gold. Whoon earth is 
to be compared to you, so long as you are the daughters of the 
faithful ones, and are not agitated by imaginary terrors, but 
4* | | 
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gentle and divine and heavenly? Methinks I behold a wife and 
“her husband presented for blessing before the throne of God 
and of the Lamb. Surely Heaven nself must. smile with pecu- 
-liar and increased and jineffable delight at the sight. . What! 
_ both washed in the blood of the Lamb? Yes, washed, wholly 
washed, and not from the guilt of sin merely,, but from its 
‘practice also! QO glory to God in the highest! Glory tothe 

amb that was slain, who has loved us, and washed us from 
‘our sins in his own blood, and made us kings and priests unto 
God,even to his Father: tohim be glory forever. Amen. _ 


MORMON BIBLE.—No. IL. 


In the prophecies there. are some seeming contradictions 
‘between predictions and their accomplishment. beet” 
‘¢When, both a prediction, and the event foretold init, are 
recorded in Scripture, there is, sometimes, an appearance of 
disagreement and inconsistence between them. |. 
- Phis appearance generally arises from some difhculty in un- 
derstanding the true meaning of the prediction; it may be occa- 
sioned by any of those causes which produce the peculiar diffi- 
culties of the prophetical writings: and, it isto be removed by 
the same means which serve tor clearing these difficulties. 
: It may proceed from any sort of obscurity or ambiguity in the 
expression, or from-any sort of uncertainty in the structure o 
In particular, it often proceeds from the figurative style of 
- It may be occasioned by the ordinary manner of the prophets, 
predicting what relates to the moral and religious state of the 
‘world, in metaphors berrowed from the parts of the natural world. 
It may be occasioned by the prophets expressing what relates 
tothe Christian dispensation and worship, in terms borrowed 
from the Mosaic religion. eh 
It may be occasioned, by a prediction relating only to one 
part of a complex character, or event, and, on that account, 
seeming to be inconsistant with other parts of it; and the ap- 
arance will be removed, by taking in sueh predictions as re- 
te to these other parts, and considering them all in connexion. 
_ [tsometimes arises fromseveral of these causes, or from them 
But, reader, although for special purposes the holy scriptures 
present themselves for our faith with many difficulties, and 
candidly propound for examination things ‘‘hard to be under- 
stood,” yet it is not so with the Book of Mormon, All is plainia 
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the Golden Bible., There is. neither type, figure,,symbol, nor 
.emb!m here; all is as literal iB the predictions of fathers Lehi 


and Nephi as history itself. ‘ake the following as descriptive 


ofthe talent of Lehi for propheey. ‘*Yea,evensix hundred years 


from the time that my father left Jerusalem,.a prophet would 
the Lord God raise up among the Jews;. even a Messiah; or, in 


other words a Savior of the world. And de alsospake concern- 
ing the prophets, how great a number had testified of these 


things, concerning this Messiah, of whom he had. spoken, or 
this Redeemer of the world. Wherefore, all mankind were in 
a lost and failen state, and ever would be, save they should re- 
ly on this Redeemer. | 


And. he spake also, concerning a prophet, who shou'd come 


before the Messiah, to prepare the way of the Lord; yea, even 
he should go forth and ery. in the wilderness, prepare ye the 
-way of the Lord, and make his paths straight; for there standeth 


one among you whom ye know not; and he is mightier than I, 


whose shoe’s latchet | am not worthy to unloose. And much 


spake my fatherconcerning thisthing. 
And my. father said he should baptize in Bethabary, beyond 
Jordan; and he alsosaid he should baptize with water; even 


that he should baptize the Messiah with water. And after he 


had baptized the Messiah with water, he should behold and bear 


record, that he had baptized the Lamb of God, who should take 
_. And it eame to pass after my father had spoken these words, — 


he spake unto my brethren concerning the gospel which should 


be preached among the Jews, and also concerning the dwin- 
dling of the Jews in unbelief. And after they had slain the 
Messiah who should come, and after he had..been slain, he 


should rise ‘rom the dead, and should maka himself manifest by 


the Holy Ghost, unto the Gentiles. : 


Yea, even my father spake much eoncerning the Gentiles, 


~ and also concerning the nouse of israel, that they should be com- 


pared like unto an olive tree, whose branches should be broken 
off,. and should be scattered upon all the face of the earth. 
Wherefore, he said it mnst needs be that we should be led with 


one accord, into the land of promise unto the fulfilling of the 
word of the Lord, that we should be scattered upon all the face 


ef the earth. And after the house of Israel should be scattered, 
they should be gathered together again; or, in fine, after the 


- Gentiles had recieved the fullness of the gospel,: the natural 


branches of the olive tree, or the remnants of the house of Israel, 
should be grafted in, or come to the knowledge of the Mes- 
siah, their Lord and their Redeemer. And after this manner of 
language did my. father prophesy and speak unto my brethren; 
and also many more thitgs, which I do not write in this book; 
for I have written as many of them as were expedient for me 
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in mine other book. And allthese things of which I have spo- 
ken, were done as my father dwelt in a tent, in the valley of 

What a miserable commixture the above citation is, of New 
‘Testament scriptures and words and phrases, borrowed from 
Methodism and other corrupted systems of Protestantism! Here 
‘we have the advent uf the Messiah, the entrance of the Harbin- | 
ger, Baptism, the immersion of the Saviour, the gospel, the death 
of Christ, his resurrection, Paul’s olive tree, the grafting in of 
the Gentiles, the dispersion of the Jews; and their final resto- 
ration, all told us in a breath; and told us too, without figure, 
trope, type, symbol, or emblem, in the very language of the 
New Testament and modern divinity! Swedenborgh avered he 
was in heaven and saw an angel of a size so enormous that it 
would have required many days to travel over the bridge of his" 
‘Nose; and it issaid that his whole system was written as a bur- 
lesque, and to test the credulity of his fellow creatures. But 
many have believed it nevertheless: and we have even among 
us inthe far West, Swedenborghers, or New Jerusalemites, 

for they: like the Mormons, imagine that their master was a dep- 
uty under Christ to found the Millennial church. ButSweden- 
borgh was vailed in figures, tropes, and parabols: It is not so 
‘with Joseph Smith: He speaks plainly. He lies openly; and 
hopes to succeed by inspiring falsehood with the fearlessness of 
truth. You have heard Lehi. Here comes his dear son Nephi, 

‘who speaking of the first coming of the Messiah says. ‘*And 
he sake unto me again, saying, look! And I looked, and I be- 

“held the Lamb of God going forth among the children of men. | 
And I beheld multitudes of people who were sick, and who 
were afflicted with all manner of diseases, and with devils, and 

unclean spirits, and the angel spake, and shewed all these things 

unto me. And they were healed by the power of the Lamb of 
God, and the devils and the unclean spirits were casi out. : 
~ And it came to pass that the ange! spake unto me again, say- 

ing, look! And I looked and beheld the Lamb of God, that he 
‘was taken by the people; yea, the Son of the everlasting God | 
‘was judged of the world; and I saw and bear record. And [, 
Nephi, saw that he was lifted up upen the cross, and slain for 
-the sins of she world. And after he was slain, I-saw the mul- 
titudes of the earth, that they were gathered together to fight | 
against the apostles of the Lamb; for thus were the twelve call- | 


ed by the angel of the Lord.” As the former part of Lehi’s vis» 2 


ion related to the descent of the Messiah upon the old continent, 
the latter part. promises his appearance on ths, new, namely: 
America, and as he had made twelve apostle: for the one, so he 
would have as many for the other; accordingly he proceeds. 
 “AndI saw the heavens open, and the Lamb of God descen- 
ding out of heaven; and he came down and shewed himself 
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unto them. And I alsosaw and bear record that the Holy Ghost 
fell upon twelve others, and they were ordained of God, and 
,chosen, | | 
And the angel spake unto me, saying, behold the twelve dis- 
ciples of the Lamb, who are chosen to minister unto thy seed. 
And he said untome, thou remembereth the twelve apostles of 
the Lamb ? Behold they are they who shall judge the twetve 
tribesof Israel: wherefore, the twelve ministers of thy seed shall 
be judged of them; for ye are of the house of Israel: and these 
twelve ministers whom thou beholdest, shall judge thy seed. 
And behold they are righteous forever: for because of their faith 
in the Lamb of God, their garments are made white in his blood.”’ 
Perhaps there could not be framed a more daring piece of pro- 
fanity than the above quotation. It demonstrates that the heart 
of the wretched being who composed it, was lost to all sense of 
divine authority. Who, buta person disbelieving wholly in our 
religion could have dared to treat the Son of the living God, and 
the sacred things of our religion thus? W. S58. 


DIVINE INFLUENCE. 


Dear Bro. Scott: There has been muchspoken and written 

on the influence of ihe Spirit on saints and sinners, and most 
of the words thus spoken and written have been to no profit, 
but have subverted the attention of both hearers and readers. 
All the words used to show or prove an operation of the Spirit 
8 from the word. are of this class; which I shall attempt to 
show. 

The doctrine is, that the Spirit in some way, predisposes the 
sinner to hear and believe, and when thus predisposed, the 
word, when presented, takes effect. 

Suppose the spirit does operate in some other way than thro’ 
the word—will the teaching and beliet of that doctrine in any 
way influence the Spirit tooperate? If not,then what puofit is 
there in teaching and believing the doctrine ? 

This doctrine seems to be entirely useless, unless it can be 
shown in some way it predisposes the Spirit to operate, and thus 
causes it to operate on the believer of the doetrine—which 
would be like praying to the spirit to operate, and then attrib- 
uting the prayer to the Spirit. a : 

But if the doctrine be true, the operation necessarily precedes 
either testimony or faith—and of course both the teaching and 
belief of itis useless. For unless the sinner can either believe, 
or do something that will induce the Spirit to operate, the doc- 
trine is of no use to him; and if the Spirit can by any means 
used by the sinner be induced to operate, then the conversion 
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should be attributed to the operation of the sinner on the Spirit, 
rather than to the operation of the Spirit on the sinner, because 
the sinner’s influence on the Spirit has the precedence. 

But change the case, and suppose the doctrine to be true, 
and that it is believed by the preacher of the word. 

Query: Willhis belief inthe doctrine enable him to tell when 
the operation of the Spirit has taken effect on the sinner, so that 
he can speak the word atthe proper time? If not, then his 


belief of the doctrine is of no use to himself nor to his hearers; 


he has to preach the word, whether in season or out of season, > 

just as though the entire operation depended on the word. 
Therefore those who contend for the doctrine, contend for 

that which is of no use to themselves, nor to any body else. 


In haste, Yours, M. WINANS. © 
Jamestown, Greene C’ty. 
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OBITUARY. 


Dear Bro. Scott: Although obituary notices come not within 
the original design of your periodical, yet doubtless there can be 
nothing better calculated toinstruct, comfort and encourage us 
while we pase through this vale of tears, than to hear of a 
brother or sister in the Lord, leaving the world in all the calm 
serenity of soul, which an unwavering faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ is calculated to inspire. The subject is still more inter- 
esting when a female in the bloom of youth, with all the bright 
prospects of life justopening around her, resigns without a mur- 
mur to the will of her heavenly father, and seems even anxious 
to depart that she may be present with the Lord. All this is 
true of Sister Eliza, eldeSt daughter of our beloved brothér John 

Rogers of Carlisle, Kentucky, who died in Carlisle, Nicholas 
- county, on the 18th instant, at 6 o’clock a. M., after a severe 
and protracted illness, which she bore with a lamb-like resigna- 
tion tothe will of God. She acknowledged with tears of grati- 
tude the kind attention that had been paid to her by her physi- 

cians and those friends who had waited on her through. her 
illness. Words seemed to be too feeble to express the gratefu! 
emotions of her benevolent heart. To her physicians she said 
‘you have done all for methat wasin your power, I thank you 
from my very sou! ; may the Lord reward you for your kindness. 
‘She expressed herself in a similar manner towards her friends 
who had attended on her, and who were present to witness 
the last struggle, ©The reflection, which of a!l others seemed 
to be the most-insupportable, was, that any of her friends with 
whom she had lived, and for whom she felt the most tender ~ 
affections, should fail to meet her in Heaven. Seeing her 


a 
» 
| 
i 
= 
le 
4 
: 


. 


OF THE TRUE GOSPEL. A? 


father moved to tears, she said, ‘O father! I love you much, © 
you liave been kind and affectionate to me ; I hope the Lord 
will provide for you; O if I could assist you in raising my little 
brothers and sisters who have no mother, what a pleasure it 
wouid be to me; but I must leave you!’ When her thoughts 
were turned to her departed mother, the hope that she 
was soon to meet her angel spirit, seemed to fill her with 
unspeakable delight, and caused her to be even anxious to be 
one. 
: Sister Eliza was 18 years of age; for several years she had. 
been under the care of Thornton F. Johnson of Georgetown, 
Ky. The progress she had made in her studies, did honor to 
her preceptor, and to her own intellect Beloved by her class- 


_ mates, and respected by all who were acquainted with her, she 


promised fair to reward most amply the pains that a pious 
father had bestowed on her. But, ah! how fleeting are all 
earthly enjoyments! With deep affliction her father saw the 
hectic glow upon her cheek—that rosy harbinger that tells with 
unerring certainty that mortal disease is fast entrenching upon 
the vital flame. He saw, and from that moment he spared no 
air to restore her to health, but all in vain ;—no opiates could — 
eal, no medicine could arrest the progress of death, until she 
was taken from earth toa happier home in Heaven. It is thus, 
alas! that death invades the Eden of earthly enjoyment, and 
cuts down, when just blown, the fairest bloom of ‘sublunary 
bliss.?. She was young, sprightly, accomplished, and beloved. 


- But notwithstanding all this, she lies low in the silent tomb, 


but her voice is still heard as in angel whispers—‘Prepare to 
meet me in Heaven:’ O! let it not be disregarded. 


So fades a summer cloud away; . 
So sinks the gale when storms are o’er ; 
So gently shuts the eye of day; 
So dies a wave along the shore. 
A FRIEND. 
We condole with brother Rogers on the death of his daugh- 
ter. May the God ofall comfort extend to him grace, peace and 
consolation. S. 


SCHOOL BOOKS. 
Tae CoMPpREHENSIVE READERS—By T. Gooprica. 
The First Reader, with engravings, 96 pages, 16mo. 


The Second Reader ___ ditto 144 do. 16mo. 
The Third Reader Sa 180 do. 12mo. 
The Fourth Reader 312 do. 12mo. 


The above books are published by Morton & Griswold, Louis-_ 
ville, Ky. It may be said of the Readers, with all truth, that 


in point of purity, morality, variety, richness and interest, they 
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__ assumed the responsibility involved in a new paper on the 
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can scarcely be excelled. They contain arich fund of reading, 
- for the juveniles of society; and will doubtless on this account 
be appreciated by the public generally, and by teachers of 
echools in particular. Ww. S, 


AN ALGEBRA, 


Upon the Inductive Method of Instruction—by John Harney, 
A. M., Professor of Mathematics inthe Louisville College. 


We have repeatedly looked into the work of Mr. Harney, and 


are constrained to give it the preference over every other work ~ 


of the same character with which we are acquainted. The in- 


troductory lessons are constructed with equalsimplicity of char-_ 


acter and felicity of adaptation to the juvenile mind. It wasa 
happy and inductive thought to arrange the questions so that the 
solution of each one might lead to the solution of the succeeding 
one. ‘The second part contains a rich fund of prectical ques- 
tions, arranged to correspond as nearly as possible, with the 
first—so that when any principle is developed in the first part 
the student has only to refer to the second, in order to furnish 
himself with a varied and more detailed exercise, this part being 
made up ina measure of practical questions, with chapters on the 
lever, inclined plane, and other matters, which are the subjects 


of algebraical calculation. It is a treasure of elementary alge-_ 


braical learning; and we recommend it to students and 


THE EVANGELIST. 


Our frequent absence, but more especially this fact, viz: 
that it has been during these three years, printed on presses 
which belonged to others, has caused the Evangelist to be irre- 
gular in its appearance We have re-erected our press at 

arthage, and may therefore promise greater regularity. Will 
our readers pursue their wonted plan, and each endeavor tosend 


usone subscriber? We are constrained to mention their dues | 


also, and to request they will pay allarrearages. We have this 
year encountered a difficult subject—the development of a new 
order of things: it will facilitate our labors—our very ideas will 
become brighter, if our subscribers do their duty in these re- 
specis. W.S. 
Note.—Our readers will perceive that we have, for variety’s 
gake, revived our Sacred -Colloquy, and called up once more the 
model family in religion, of the Lockes: that we have also 


government and -people predicted by the prophets. ‘To this last 
Weinvite the special attention of our readers. 
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RECEIPTS. 


M. Cole, Charleston, Ja: pd. for Lemuel Ford, vols. 6-7; for John 
C. Parker, vols. 6-7; for Morgan Parr, vols. 6-7-8; for Samuel Parr, 
vol. 6; for J. C. Parker, vol. 8. M, Cole, 2 copies G, Restored, $3. 
Ira Dibble, N: Lisbon, Columbiana co. Ohio, paid for Bro: Cunning- 


- ham, East Fairfield, voi. 7-8; for Susan Whitaker, Elizabeth Small, 


B. Pritchard, A. Gaskill, J: Connover, and Mrs. Mariah Roach each 
$1. (Bro: Dibble please extend the circulation of the Ev: among the 
brethren of your vicinity and oblige W.8§.) Bro: R. White, P. M. 
N: Castle, Henry co. Ky. paid for Benj: Thomas, $1 ,50; jor do, $1 

vols. 7-8: for Hymn Eooks $2 .50, David Shallenberger, Connelle- 
ville, Fayette co. Pen: pd, for Jacob Newmvyer, Christian Newcomer, 


_& Benj: Shallenberger, and formerly $3 ior himself; (Bro: Shallenber- 


Echert, Trenton, O., paid 1841. 


Va. Mrs. Juerson, Harmony 


ger, John Reece’s pamphlet has been sent to Stoystown, and that 
of H. Cunningham to Mt: Pleasant. Please increase the list of sub- 
scribers and oblige W.S.) Willis Johnson, Mason, N. H. _ vol. 8. 
(Bro: J. please enlarge our subscription in your parts & ob ‘ge yours 
&e. W. R.) Bro: A. E. Strickle, Wilmington, Clinton co. Ohio, pd, 
for James Evans, Wm. Hibben, Jacob Sturickle, Mary Babb, C. D. 
Hughes, vol. 7; John Runnells, A. Wilson, B, Bashbore, G. Jenkins, 
Ed. Bond, T. Howe Jr, and Morris R. Chew, vols. 7-8. (Bro: S. 
accept my thanks: help forward the Ev:) Hulda Bradley, Shalers- 
ville, Portage co. O. pd, vole. 7-8; Bro: P. 8. Fall, Poplar—Hill, Ky. 
pe? arrearages for selfand brethren Major and Chiles. Allen Tay- 
Jor, Jeffersontown, Jefferson co. Ky. paid $1. Geo: Waldroff, 
Harrison, O., and D. E. Hartpence paid arrearages. Augustus 
W. James, Charleston, Ind., 

for °S8-"9-and ‘40, $2 by bro. J. C. Hucklebury, George 
Swinebrozd, Wattsbro’, Va. W. A. Stone, W. Wileon, H. Woton, 
W. Arvine + .d F. Lester, paid by G. W. Watts, P. M., Wattsbro’, 
Oidham co., paid 1841. 

I Alexancer. West Alexander, Washington co., Pa. Alex. J)ickey, © 
Drv + Ky., paid *39 and Jed. Foeter, Mies Jones, Bur- 
lington, Eoone co., Ky. paid ’39 and °40. Mre. Kirtley, Mr. Howes, 
Mrs. Sandford, same place, paid 40. Jacob Dubois, Fairfield, 
Fayette co., Ind. paid 40-41. F. Cornthwait, Munroe O. pd ’39-40. 
Mrs, Ferguson, Versailles; Mr. Vandakeand James Ellis, pd, 1840; 


_ Br: Fisher, Crittenden, paid 1 doz. Hymn Eooks and Evan: for 1840; 


Bros. Wheeler and Morrow, Winchester, Ky. pd, vol. 8; Elder Cook, 
Cadiz, O, vol. 8; Dr Winans, $5,00 for 1946; 2. Sturdevant, Raven- 
na, O. $3; Bro: Standiford, paid up to 1841, for the list at Shell yville, 
Ky. John Miller, Bellefontaine, O. pd; Elder John Gano pd, $3,00 
W. Tisdal, Cynthiana, Harrison co Ky d 1840; J. M. Matthews, 
Bloomington, Ia. pd 1840; Thomas M. Henley, King & Queen. co. 
Va. pd 1839-40; John Rich, Ludlow’s Ky. pd $3; J. Patton, Law- 
renceburgh, la. pd $1, Nelson Holland, Cin. O. pd 1840; IJ)r. Bell, 
Louisville, Ky. pd 1840; Aaron Lane, Mt. Healthy pd 1840; Robert 
Gardner, Carthage pd vol.8; John M. Holton, Minerva Ky. pi 1840; 
Geo: McCleary, Thos. Hazleton, b. Hull, Robert McCleary,& Hugh 
McCleary, Sharon, Mercer co. Pen. pd 1840; sister E. Tubman, 


Augusta, Ga. pd $3 for 1839-40; J.P. Kerns, Paris Ky. pd 1840. 


_ Breturen:—The time for paying your subscription is fully come:— 
Some owe for years; we heartily wish they would send jn their 


dues. 
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